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The mission of the Catholic Campus Ministry at UMW is to help students grow in their faith in college and 
prepare them to live it out in parish life after they graduate. We strive to do this through prayer, including 

frequent reception of the sacraments, authentic community, and training them to use their gifts in the 
apostolate.
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Hello and thank you for your support during 
the 2016-2017 school year.  We want to thank 
everyone who supported us financially this 
semester or by volunteering, as well as those who 
have been keeping our growing ministry in your 
prayers.  If you read something that inspires you in 
this issue, please consider how you could support 
our students by becoming a monthly donor or 
serving the ministry through gifts of your time. 
 This Spring semester has been full of 
wonderful experiences and a time of growth 
for the community! In this issue, you will read 
testimonies about this year’s March for Life, the 
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Virginia CCM Summit 2017, how we celebrated the 
Lenten season and the joy of Easter, and our mass 
and Q&A with Bishop Burbidge. 
 - Delsa Bambao, Student Fundraising Chair, 
and Cece Moschetto, Associate Campus Minister

SPOTLIGHT 
Seven students from our Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA) class, received sacraments at this 
year’s Easter Vigil. Rachel Manning, a Junior, shared 
her experience saying, “Converting is probably 
the best decision I’ve ever made. I feel so happy 
and peaceful and, although I’m nervous because 
it’s such a huge decision, I’ve never been more 
sure of anything than that the Catholic Church is 
good and true. Converting has changed my life in 
radically positive ways.” 
 In commenting on Holy Week, Liturgy 
Chairs, Ayel Morrissey, a Sophomore, and Maddie 
Smith, a Junior, said, “We were able to experience 
Holy Week in a unique way because of how close 
we were to preparing everything for the liturgies 
of Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem through His 
resurrection.  It was rewarding to see those who 
received sacraments... (continued on page 4)
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FORMATION
A group of students attended the 4th annual 
Catholic Campus Ministry Summit in Richmond 
this past semester. The two-day trip included daily 
mass with Bishop DiLorenzo, a presentation by 
Curtis Martin, the founder and CEO of FOCUS, and 
Adoration. 
 Alex Annuziato, a Freshmen, said “Going to 
Summit was one of the best experiences of my life. 
Through this experience, I have a closer relationship 
with God and my faith has become even more 
important to me. Throughout the two days, they 
stressed how much God loves us and that made a 
huge impact on me. I knew all along that He does 
but during Summit, I finally felt it for the first time 
and have not forgotten that beautiful feeling of 
being loved by the Being that has infinite love for 
us. I am so thankful to God that I went and enjoyed 
every minute of it, especially Adoration.” 
 Jim Davey, one of four of the FOCUS 
missionaries on our campus also attended 
Summit.   He said, “I’ve been to a couple of different 
conferences (SEEK and SLS) but that didn’t make 
Summit any less special. Summit provides an 
excellent experience especially for those who are 
not able to or do not want to attend SEEK. This 
year Curtis Martin was the keynote speaker and 
something he said really stuck me. He spoke of the 
“3 o’clock moment” in reference to when John first 
meets Jesus. The idea of the “3 o’clock moment” is to 
remember the “Why.” 
 Jim continued, “To remember the time that 
really convicted me of my faith and of Jesus’ love for 
me. This is so important because, as a missionary, 
it is this that I desire to share with others but it is 
something that is easy to forget. The importance of 
remembering a “3 o’clock moment” and constantly 
remind myself of the why I became a missionary is 
and will continue to be important to everything I do.”
  Mary Praught, a Junior, also talked to us 
about her experience at the conference. She said, 
“Going to Summit 2017, I didn’t quite know what to 
expect. I had been to four or five mission trips in high 
school but it had been a while since I attended such 
a large-scale faith-based event. It was such a great 
decision to go through! God has this way of speaking 
to you through other people, and at Summit I could 

feel the presence of the Holy Spirit telling me exactly 
what I needed to hear at the time. When you’re a 
young Catholic in college, it can feel like there’s 
nobody else who shares your beliefs, let alone wants 
to share them with others so it’s really an amazing 
feeling seeing that there are so many other young 
people excited about the Catholic faith. No matter 
where you are in your faith walk with God, an event 
like Summit will be such a fruitful experience.”

COMMUNITY
This January we were honored to have Bishop 
Burbidge, the new bishop of the Diocese of 
Arlington, celebrate the 5:30pm mass at the Catholic 
Student Center with us and spent half an hour 
meeting the students in this year’s RCIA class before 
heading over to the University Center on campus for 
a Q&A with the rest of the Catholic community.
 Ellie Whatley, a Sophomore who attended 
the Q&A, said, “Meeting Bishop Burbidge was an 
absolute amazing experience. I had actually met 
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changed. The first time, I was sort of just going with 
the flow of the event and wasn’t all too invested. 
This year, my passion for life has increased ten-fold 
and I feel more deeply devoted to the protection 
of life. At the March I witnessed true community 
and got to witness humans sincerely supporting 
humans, because at the March we were all just 
people fighting for one thing - the right to life for all 
persons, and that was really cool to be a part of.”   
 Susannah Tombes, a Sophomore, also 
attended that March for the first time. She shared 
how the experience helped her continue to fight 
for the right to life. She said the March for Life, 
“really helped me move forward in the fight to end 
abortion. On campus, and even in my own family, 
it feels as if I am the only one who truly cares about 
this issue and wants better options for caring and 
loving women who are faced with an unplanned 
pregnancy. The March gave me hope that one day 
women will be loved so well that abortion will not 
even cross their minds as an option.” 

SERVICE
This semester, a group students from the of 
Catholic Campus Ministry and Pro-Life Club on 
campus braced the cold January day and attended 
the March for Life in Washington, DC. 
 Michelle Muñoz, a Sophomore, said, “This 
was actually only my second time attending the 
March for Life. It was very different from my first 
time - which was Freshman year of high school. I 
think overall my perception of the issue of life has 

Image: Eucharistic Adoration 2016, Photo Credit: Lori Fawlks

him a few weeks prior to his visit to the Catholic 
Student Center when he celebrated mass at Saint 
Mary’s down the road, he remembered me which 
was very surprising and wonderful at the same time. 
He is such a kind man and he was very interested 
in what everyone had to say and what our coming-
to-faith stories were. The Q&A session was a lot fun; 
he answered every question and seemed genuinely 
interested in what we had to say.  I am very happy to 
have had the chance to meet Bishop Burbidge.” 

Q&A with Bishop  Burbidge 2017
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...especially those who entered the Church. It reminded us of the beauty of the Church and Christ’s 
Kingdom of everlasting love and salvation.” 
 Aripra Mohan, a Junior and former RCIA candidate who was baptized last year shared her 
experience at this year’s Easter Vigil, “It did not occur to me that this was my first Triduum as a Catholic 
until Eddie, a FOCUS missionary and my chant partner, handed me a little candle during the procession 
of the Paschal Candle. The Paschal Candle represents the light of Christ, Lumen Christi, coming back into 
the world through the Resurrection and the smaller candles are held by those who have the light of 
Christ through the waters of Baptism. I wasn’t able to hold a candle the past two years as I was not yet 
baptized. This year was my first year entering into Holy Week in full communion with the Roman Catholic 
Church and when Eddie handed me the candle, it hit me like never before: I am Catholic. I am complete. 
My spirits were lifted; I was overcome with joy. I got ready to chant the Easter Proclamation- next to the 
Paschal Candle. Being behind the ambo, I saw my life come full circle. One year ago, it was me in the 
front pew awaiting the precious moment of baptism. Now, I was privileged to be chanting the wondrous 
proclamation in the center of my own rebirth; the center that changed my life forever. “

 Easter Vigil 2017 | Photo Credit:  Robert Atwell


